
COME ,  T HOU LONG EXPECTED J ESUS

Sayl  Are you look ing forward to Chr is tmas th is  year? Are you expect ing to get  something you 've been
want ing for  a long t ime?

For generat ions the Hebrew people had been expect ing a lv less iah to restore thei r  k ingdom to power.  But
so much was going on in  the wor ld of  a lmost  2000 years ago that  only  a few persons took any not ice of
His actual coming. just those persons who had kepl on w7tching and listening and expecting His coming
recogn ized who He was.

So much is  going on in  our  wor ld today that  people s t i l l  forget  to  expect  the L iv ing Presence of  Chr is t  to
be reborn in  thc i r  hear ts  -  especia l ly  dur ing the Chr is tmas season.  Char les Wesley 's  Advent  hymn,  "Come,

Thou Long Expccted jesus,"  helps remind us of  a  sense of  expectat ion not  only  for  Chr is tmas worship
bLl t  for  thc Sccond Coming of  Chr is t  that  is  promised in  Mat thew 25:  31-46.  What  are two other  advent
h y n r n s  y o u  c a n  t h i n k  o f ?

Do you renrember the other  seasons of  the Chr is t ian year? Can you f i l l  in  the b lank spaces wi th co lor ,
event .  and a hvmn for  each of  thesc scasons?
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Of ten  when  we a re  young  we  th ink  o f  Jesus  as  a  robed ,  bearded  man who  l i ved  a
lap  was  fu l l  o f  ch i ld ren .  La te r  on  our  be l ie fs  abou t  Jesus  changed  to  images  o f
man on  a  c ross .  Bu t  now as  an  o lde r  pe rson ,  the  words  o f  Wes ley  can  he lp  express
m i r a c l e  a b o u t  t h e  p a r t  o f  G o d  t h a t  i s  J e s u s :  

" B o r n  a  C h i l d  a n d  y e t  a  K i n g ,  B o r n

H a v e  y o u  t r i e d  e x p r e s s i n g  y o u r  o w n  b e l i e f  a b o u t  J e s u s ?

long  t ime  ago  and  whose
a  b a b y  i n  a  m a n g e r  a n d  a
some o f  the  mys te ry  and
to  re ign  in  us  fo rever . "

lsn ' t  "Hyfrydol"  a  joyfu l  tune? Try s ight- reading the melody by scale s teps.  Did you not ice the s lurs?
You might  t ry  s ing ing the a l to ,  tenor  and bass par ts  too,  to  d iscover  how interest ing the rhythm pat terns
are throughout  the tune.  Then go on an " in terval  hunt"  to  see how many 3rds and 4ths you can f ind.

Say!  Are you expect ing something specia l  th is  Chr is tmas? Now that  you ' re o lder ,  why not  expect  the
Spir i t  o f  the L iv ing Chr is t  to  be reborn in  your  hear t :  "By Thine own eternal  Spi r i t

Rule in  a l l  our  hear ts  a lone;
By Thine a l l  suf f ic ient  mer i t ,
Raise us to Thy g lor ious throne."
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